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It is not a liberal issue or a conservative 

issue. It is an issue of basic decency and 
human rights. 

Finally, I thank the organizations 
that worked with me and my office to 
address this issue: Just Detention 
International, the ACLU, the National 
Immigrant Justice Center, Human 
Rights Watch, Human Rights First, 
Campaign for Youth Justice, and so 
many others. 

I look forward to confronting what 
may be the most challenging part of 
this process ahead—ensuring that these 
standards protect the rights of all de-
tainees, and that they are adopted and 
enforced expeditiously. I look forward 
to working with my colleagues to put 
an end to one of the more alarming 
criminal justice and human rights cri-
ses in our country today. 

f 

REMEMBERING EDDIE 
BLAZONCZYK, SR. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Mon-
day morning, Eddie Blazonczyk, Sr., 
passed away in Palos Heights, IL. He 
was known in the greater Chicago area 
as the Polka King. Eddie was born in 
Chicago in 1941 to Polish immigrant 
parents—both musicians. It is no sur-
prise, then, that Eddie started playing 
the accordion at the age of 12. Eddie’s 
first love was rock and roll, but, influ-
enced by his mother’s fondness for the 
music of her homeland, he was soon 
playing polka music. 

In 1962, Eddie Blazonczyk joined a 
local polka band called the Versatones, 
a union that would last for the rest of 
his life. His son, Eddie Blazonczyk, Jr, 
still plays with the band. Today, the 
Versatones are the most sought after 
polka band in the music industry. 
While they are popular in communities 
all over the country, Chicago has al-
ways been home to the band, and Chi-
cago knows polka. 

The Chicago metropolitan area is 
steeped with Polish customs and herit-
age. It has the largest Polish popu-
lation outside of Poland, and the Pol-
ish language is the third most com-
monly spoken language in the greater 
Chicago area. In Illinois, the first Mon-
day of March is Casimir Pulaski Day, a 
day when all State government build-
ings are closed in remembrance of ‘‘the 
father of the American cavalry.’’ The 
International Polka Association moved 
to Chicago in 1968. We even have a Chi-
cago style of polka music, distin-
guished by heavier clarinet and trum-
pet and, of course, the button-box ac-
cordion. Eddie Blazonczyk helped de-
fine Chicago style polka, even as he 
grew into his unofficial role as polka 
royalty. 

In 1967, a congressional committee 
awarded 26-year-old Eddie Blazonczyk 
and the Versatones the title of ‘‘The 
Nation’s #1 Polka Band.’’ In 1970, Eddie 
was elected into the International 
Polka Association Polka Music Hall of 
Fame. The Versatones also have 16 
Grammy nominations and a Grammy 
award in 1986 for their ‘‘Another Polka 

Celebration’’ album. First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton presented him with 
the National Endowment for the Arts 
1998 National Heritage Fellowship for 
preserving Polish Heritage Music. 

I extend my sympathies to Eddie’s 
wife Christine—Tish, as many know 
her; his daughter Kathy; his sons Eddie 
and Tony; his grandchildren Cayle, 
Anya, and Anthony; and his many 
nieces and nephews. Eddie took a tradi-
tional sound and infused it with rock 
and roll, Cajun, zydeco, and country, 
creating something both familiar and 
entirely different. The Polish Amer-
ican community lost a music hero this 
week, but his legacy will live on at 
weddings, celebrations, and parties for 
generations to come. 

f 

RYAN CROCKER DEPARTURE 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed in 
the RECORD a statement released yes-
terday by Senators GRAHAM, LIEBER-
MAN, and myself on the decision of Am-
bassador Ryan Crocker to depart his 
post in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

The recent announcement by Ambassador 
Ryan Crocker that he will be departing his 
post in Kabul is a great loss to the United 
States and Afghanistan, but we fully under-
stand his decision. We are grateful beyond 
words to Ryan for his decision to come out of 
retirement at the President’s request to 
serve our country one last time in one of the 
most challenging jobs in the world. When the 
history of the past decade is written, Ryan 
Crocker will rightly be recognized as one of 
the genuine American heroes of this era. We 
have never met a finer, more capable, or 
more dedicated diplomat than Ryan Crocker. 

Ambassador Crocker arrived in Afghani-
stan at a critical moment in the relations 
between our two countries. Thanks to his ef-
forts, we believe that the Afghan-U.S. rela-
tionship is now on a much better path. In the 
last year, Ambassador Crocker and General 
Allen, working with our Afghan and NATO 
partners, successfully negotiated a Strategic 
Partnership Agreement. If properly imple-
mented, this Agreement could be the ulti-
mate guarantee that Al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban will never again control Afghani-
stan. For this, and for so much else in his 
long and distinguished career, Ryan Crocker 
deserves the respect, gratitude, and admira-
tion of all Americans. We will miss him 
greatly, and look forward to welcoming him 
back home to the United States. 

f 

REMEMBERING STEPHEN 
DAGGETT 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I was 
deeply saddened to learn of the sudden 
death on April 17 of Stephen Daggett, a 
highly respected defense expert at the 
Congressional Research Service and an 
authority on the U.S. defense budget. 

Mr. Daggett provided Congress with 
authoritative analysis on many aspects 
of defense spending in the overall con-
text of defense policy and U.S. national 
security strategy. His briefs to Mem-
bers of Congress and his written re-
ports captured the complexity of issues 

ranging from the Department of De-
fense’s Quadrennial Defense Review to 
the budget priorities of the Armed 
Services. 

Very few ‘‘defense experts’’ could do 
what he could do. Mr. Daggett was ad-
mired by his professional colleagues in 
CRS and earned many awards for his 
dedication and outstanding perform-
ance. His appraisals were sought-after 
by Members of Congress and their 
staffs, by others in the Department of 
Defense, and by industry. Mr. 
Daggett’s particular interest in pro-
viding an unbiased, unvarnished assess-
ment to diverse constituencies, espe-
cially outside Congress, was laudable. 

In an era of wide political gulfs, he 
supplied irrefutable ground truths— 
which often became the basis for com-
mon understanding and problem solv-
ing. His accounts of the interrelated 
nature of defense policy, strategy, and 
budgets continue to be the standards of 
the discipline. Thought leaders on and 
off the Hill, in industry, associations 
and think tanks, on the right and the 
left, will feel his absence. 

Mr. Daggett was a national asset who 
provided the Congress with invaluable 
expertise on defense issues for over 20 
years and during three U.S. wars. He 
will be sorely missed by his profes-
sional colleagues and friends, by his 
wife, Diana, his sons Thomas and Sam, 
and by the many in Congress who de-
pended on him. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES HANLON 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I 
would like to recognize Mr. James A. 
Hanlon, who is retiring this month 
after nearly 40 years of Federal service 
at the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Jim has spent his long and distin-
guished career at EPA focusing on 
water quality issues and helping States 
and communities comply with Federal 
clean water requirements. He began his 
career at EPA as a staff engineer in 
September 1972, 1 month prior to the 
passage of the Clean Water Act, and 
has served in a number of senior posi-
tions within the Office of Water and Of-
fice of Research and Development. 

Although he has many accomplish-
ments, I want to particularly acknowl-
edge Jim’s role in managing the Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund Program, 
a program that has been so important 
to my home State of Rhode Island. 

Jim was there at the program’s in-
ception, working for several years to 
design and lead the implementation of 
the program after it was first created 
by Congress in 1987. A decade ago, he 
was appointed Director of the Office of 
Wastewater Management, where he has 
continued to manage the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund Program and to 
oversee EPA’s broader wastewater reg-
ulatory portfolio. Thanks in large part 
to his leadership, the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund Program has 
successfully provided more than $90 bil-
lion nationwide to date to fund critical 
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